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The Perkins Report 


From Director of Athletics and 
Head Football Coach Ray Perkins 


Among the ways that we can expose The University of 
Alabama and, specifically, our football program is through the 
electronic media—television and radio. We are trying to take full 
advantage of all such resources because we feel there are 
tremendous benefits, short-range and long-range. This year we 
moved two football games—our Boston College game from Oc- 
tober 22 to November 25 and our Auburn game from November 
26 to December 3—in order to be on national television. This will 
mean substantial revenue for the program and it will also give us 
added exposure. 

Television exposure is multifaceted. It allows prospects to see 
us and to realize that Alabama plays on television more than any 
other team in the South; we always have and we should continue 
to do so. | think that means a lot to a young man who is going to 
be going away to school for four years. It's also exposure for the 
people currently in our program. It gives them a chance to 
demonstrate for a wide audience what they can do as individuals 
and as a team. Football is a team sport and we all keep that in 
mind, but | think more than ever before we need to be aware thal 
young people have individual goals. The rewards of individual ac- 
complishments—such as making All-America—take more than 
just ability. It takes exposure. The fact that we'll be on network 
television three of four times each year is a benefit to the players 
in Our program, in this regard. And, of course, television ex- 
posure means that many, many people who follow Alabama foot- 
ball can see games that they would not otherwise be able to see. 

We have begun an experiment to expand our television ex- 
posure under rules that enable us to have a limited cable net- 
work. We had our Tennessee game available in certain areas 
and we'll have additional games. The feedback | have had from 
the pay-for-view cable telecasts has been positive, both from 
viewers and from Sports View, which produces the games. 


| think the schools that are up with developments in cable 
television and those who have experimented with pay-for-view 
telecasts are going to be ahead of the game. We're learning 
about it and | think we're going to be in much better shape in im- 
plementing this type of exposure because of our experience. 


We're very fortunate to have Dr. Charley Scott, who is faculty 
chairman of athletics and who is also one of the most 
knowledgeable men in America regarding network television. 
He's been a part of both NCAA and CFA committees regarding 
network television. 


There's a possibility that we could use a network regional ap- 
pearance with a cable system this year. We had four ap- 
pearances allowed and only three have been scheduled. We 
could use that remaining appearance and put it on cable and go 
beyond the 120-mile limit that is in effect on our other pay-for- 
view appearances. For instance, if the LSU game is not selected 
for a regional network telecast, that game would be a possibility 
for pay-for-view. 

From time-to-time the question of expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium arises. We feel that we don’t need any more seats. 
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We've got a lot of great fans who can't get tickets, but we believe 
that as cable television expands that some percentage of those 
fans are going to want to watch our games on television rather 
than trying to get to the stadium. What percentage, we don't 
know, but we believe it will be significant enough that we won't 
need to spend millions of dollars expanding the stadium. If it 
turns out that with all of our games televised we still have de- 
mand for far more tickets than we currently have seats, the op- 
tion to expand would still be available. 

There is a chance that we will have some additional seats in 
the form of boxes all around the stadium. We have not gotten into 
any firm plans in this area. On another note regarding stadium 
seating, we are also looking into the current ticket priorities and 
the program we use as far as generating revenue for our pro- 
gram from our ticket sales. 

We also produce two television shows. One is a recap of the 
previous game showing the plays we feel were significant, 
something we think that people who saw the game either in per- 
son or on television or who heard it on radio, would enjoy. The 
Thursday night show is a look ahead to the next game. Both 
shows are for recruiting purposes in that they project The 
University and the football program the way they are. They show 
our players in a different setting, without shoulders pads and 
helmets, as a part of this educational institution. They are 
student-athletes. We have two current players on each show. We 
also have our flashback, which shows what great players from 
Alabama's history did and are doing now. 

By having two shows we are able to reach people twice in 
seven days. The Thursday night slot is a good one because there 
are not that many high school games on Thursday. 

We've had some rough spots in our first year, but we're con- 
stantly working to improve, and | think we'll get better, |'m nota 
television personality and don't try to be, but | think we can do 
something positive for The University and our football program 
through the television shows. 

In addition to the television shows, we also have three radio 
shows in addition to the actual game broadcasts. |'m nol sure we 
will continue to have all of these, at least not in their current for- 
mat. 

We have a daily report that Paul Kennedy and | do every day 
after practice for use statewide the next day. | really think it will 
be the most popular show we do because so many people hear j! 
while going to work or school. It’s up-to-date as far as injuries, 
who is looking good, and so forth. 

| did the Tuesday night call-in show because so many people 
told me that everyone enjoyed it. I've enjoyed it, too. If it enables 
people to know more about our program and our players and me, 
then | think it’s good. 

| know that we won't have the post-game radio show as we 
had it beginning this year. We have begun putting players on that 
show, too, because they are the ones who play the game and 
deserve the exposure. Also, | don't want to keep other press peo- 
ple waiting while | do a radio show. 


TAA OP, 
abil 


Help send the greatest American Olympic 
Teams in history to the 1984 Games. 
Donate $20 or more and we'll send you: 


This beautiful limited edition 
“Olympic Glory” Poster 
and 
a free special issue of 
“The Olympian,” 
the official full-color 
publication of the United 
States Olympic Committee. 


More than 12,000 athletes come to the 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs 
each year in pursuit of the Olympic dream. 
Thousands more will have a chance to make 
your 1984 Olympic Teams, but they can only 
do their part if you do yours...NOW. 


The road to Olympic Gold is a long one. 
Unlike other countries, our Olympic effort 
receives no federal funding. American 
Olympic hopefuls look to you for their 
financial support. The young men and 
women who are training right now to 
represent America in the ‘84 Olympics need 
your help TODAY! 


Bob Mathias, Olympic Training Center Director and two-time 
decathlon champion, with some of America’s Olympic hopefuls. 
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Colorado Springs, CO 80950 
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Address 
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Prep Prospects: 
Fresh Faces Come to 


| n the days of two-way football, someone 
once noted that if the members of a foot- 
ball team voted on which were the most 
important members of the team, backs or 
linemen, the vote would always be 7-4 in 
favor of the linemen. Football has 
changed a great deal over the years, but 
there's no question that linemen are still a 
most important part of a winning football 
team. In this era of limited football 
scholarships the so-called skilled players 
are spread around somewhat evenly. It is 
quality linemen who are rare com- 
modities. 

Alabama and all other college football 
teams are constantly in some process of 
recruiting. Until December 1 the college 
coaches may speak to prospects only on 
the college campus or by telephone. I|n- 
person visits at homes and high schools 
are allowed December 1-March 1. The 
1984 letter-of-intent may be signed be- 
tween February 8 and May 1. 

Over the years the interest of football 
fans in the recruiting process has become 
second only to their interest in the games 
played. This is the first of four reports on 
high school football prospects, a look at 
the top linemen (including tight ends and 
linebackers) in the state of Alabama. 
Future issues will have articles on the top 
backs and wide receivers in Alabama, the 
top linemen from other Southeastern 
states, and the leading backs in surround- 
ing states. 

It is important to remember that 
everyone who is considered a prospect in 
this and other reports is not necessarily 
an Alabama prospect. And one must also 
keep in mind that Bama may well sign one 
or more players who are not generally 
listed among the top prospects by the self- 
proclaimed experts. 

These Alabama linemen (listed 
alphabetically) are the ones who have 
been most prominently mentioned by 
various publications. This information has 
been provided by the players, their 
coaches, and/or their local newspapers, 
not by Alabama coaches (who are 
restricted by NCAA rules from specific 
recruiting discussion). 

Larry Ashley is a 6-4, 220-pound 
linebacker for Coach Don Chesteen at 
Geneva High School. He is a two-year 
starter and considered one of the area's 
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by Kirk McNair 


Light 


Stacy Dunn 


most improved players. 

Morris Bankston, 6-312, 215, is a 
three-year starter at defensive end for 
Coach Paul Terry at Carroll of Ozark. He 
was All-Wiregrass as a junior. 

Joe Billingsley is a 6-1, 270-pound 
two-way tackle for Coach Jack Hankins at 
Millport. He is a four-year letterman who 
was all-state as a junior. He runs a 5.2 
40-yard dash and bench presses 270. 

Steve Brown is a 6-3, 210-pound defen- 


sive end for Coach Bill Bacon at Enter- 
prise. He is a three-year regular and two- 
year starter who has good speed. 

Andra Bruce is a 6-5, 210-pound 
linebacker at Montgomery Carver for 
Coach Davis Brock. He has also been a 
starter at tight end and defensive tackle. 
He is also a starter on Carver's basketball 
team. 

Willie Burks, 6-3, 240, is a noseguard 
for Coach Jim Golden at Dothan. He’s a 
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Rod Garner 


two-year starter who is considered much 
improved as a senior. 

Bill Condon, 6-2, 250, is an offensive 
tackle and defensive end for Coach Larry 
Henderson at Mobile Murphy. He runs a 
4.8 40, benches 390. His brother, Frank, 
played football at North Alabama. He also 
participates in track and field as a discus 
thrower. 

Norbert Dean, 6-4 255, is also at Mur- 
phy under Coach Larry Henderson and 
he’s a primary reason that Murphy has 


“The End Of An Era”’ 


Doug Jones 


had one of the stingiest defensive teams 
in the state, giving up an average of about 
two points per game. He is a defensive 
tackle. 

Stacy Dunn, 6-4, 245, is an offensive 
tackle for Coach Paul Parvin at Huntsville 
Johnson. He's a three-year starter who 
was all-city as a junior. In recent years 
Huntsville has provided a number of 
linemen to Bama’s program. 

Vincent Feaggins, 6-3’, 235, is a 
three-year starter at defensive tackle for 


Butch Lewis 


Coach Jim Golden at Dothan. He has 
outstanding strength. Vincent was all-area 
as a junior. 

Rod Garner is a 6-1, 255-pound of- 
fensive tackle and noseguard for Coach 
Joe Campbell at Leeds. He runs a 5.1 40, 
benches 390. In addition to being a three- 
year football starter, he’s also a shot put 
man on the track and field team. He was 
all-state as a junior. Although he is a 
cousin of Auburn basketball star Charles 
Barkley, he says his favorite college 


A Solid Brass 
Momento 


You can remember the Liberty Bowl 
with a beautiful, solid brass reproduc- 
tion key chain. It comes polished and 
inlaid with crimson lettering. It 
measures 3 3/4 inches by 1 1/2 in- 
ches. It is heavy and durable. It 
comes packaged individually to make 
it a great gift for a special Alabama 
fan. 


Send Orders To: 
Cochrane Enterprises 
P.O. Box 7238 

Marietta, GA 30065 


A Christmas Delight! 


$5.95 Plus $1.00 for shipping and handling 
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Vincent Jones 


athlete is Bama defensive tackle Jon 
Hand. 

Rodney Hall, 6-3, 220, is a two-way 
tackle for Coach Cleophus Gaines at 
Eutaw. He had a top game this year of 16 
tackles and a fumble recovery. He runs a 
4.6 40, benches 315. 

Deron Huerkamp, 6-4, 245, is a two- 
way tackle for Coach Tim Calvin at Austin 
of Decatur. He runs a 5.0 40, benches 
325. He is a three-year regular in football 
and also plays baseball. In his top perfor- 
mance this year he graded 88 percent on 
offense and 90 percent on defense. 

Doug Jones, 6-2, 220, is a linebacker 
for Coach Harry Wayne Parrish at Dothan 
Northview. He started as a freshman at 
fullback and is the first four-year starter in 
the school's six-year history. He moved 
from fullback to linebacker in 1981 as 
Northview (led by Current Tider Larry 
Roberts) won the state championship, but 
he's still used at fullback occasionally. He 
has been all-area the past three years. 

Vincent Jones, 6-4, 225, is an offen- 
sive guard for Coach Jim Golden at 
Dothan. He has also been a starter at 
defensive tackle and has been used at 
linebacker, but is considered the area’s 
best blocker. He’s a three-year starter 
and was all-area as a junior. 

Butch Lewis is a 6-3, 265-pound offen- 
sive lineman for Coach Larry Henderson 
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David Martin 


at Mobile Murphy. He runs a 5.1 40 and 
benches 300. He has played guard, tackle 
and center. In addition to football, he is a 
baseball player and a discus man on the 
track and field team . Last year he set a 
school record in the discus. 


Wake up to 
La Quinta 


— Refreshed 


Deron Huerkamp 


John Lutz (his last name rhymes with 
boots) is a 6-3, 235-pound offensive guard 
at Huntsville Grissom under Coach Larrie 
Robinson. He’s a two-year starter who 
was a center as a junior. 

David Martin, 6-3, 225, is an offensive 


im oo 
Quinta 
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(205) 349-3270 
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guard and linebacker for Coach Steve Mc- 
Cord at Holtville. He has also played 
center and defensive end. He runs a 5.0 
40, benches 225 and was winner of an 
award as the junior football player with the 
highest scholastic average last year. He's 
also an outstanding baseball player on 
two-time state champion teams and plays 
basketball. 

Gus Mitchell, 6-0, 240, is a noseguard 
for Coach Paul Terry at Carroll of Ozark. 
He's a three-year starter and was all-area 
as a junior. 

Zefross Moss, 6-5, 290, is a two-way 
tackle for Coach Woody Clements at Holt. 
He is a two-year starter and also plays 
basketball. He was all-area as a junior as 
he helped his team to the state playoffs. 
He says his biggest athletic thrill was play- 
ing against Curt Jarvis, now playing at 
Alabama. 

Brett Nance is a 6-4, 248-pound two- 
way tackle for Coach Don Woods at Hart- 
selle. He runs a 4.8 40 and benches 350. 
He has been a three-year starter and was 
the first person in the history of Hartselle 
High to start as a sophomore in a state 
championship game, a game in which he 
made 11 tackles and had eight assists. 
His brother, Scott, plays football at Austin 
Peay. 

Walter Reeves, 6-4, 210, is a tight end 
and defensive end and tackle for Coach 
George Cochran at Eufaula. He runs a 4.8 
Bill Condon 40, benches 265. Walter has won three 


1984 Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp 


Here is a chance to become a part of the winning tradition of Crimson Tide football. Be a part of the challenge and excitement by registering for 
the 1984 Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp. 


Days at the Ray Perkins Camp will be filled with the expertise of guest professional football players, with individualized instruction for all positions, 
and weight lifting and conditioning. Campers will learn about the prevention and care of athletic injuries, will hear motivational lectures from some 
of the nation's finest coaches and players from the high school, college, and professional ranks. 


Don’t Miss The Excitement!! 
SESSIONS: 
First Session June 6-9 (grades seven through 11) 
Second Session June 10-13 (grades seven through 11) 
Third Session June 14-16 (boys entering grade 12) 


***Due to NCAA Regulations, any student who has started classes for the senior year in high school or who is eligible for admission to a member 
institution is NOT eligible to attend the football camp.*** 


LOCATION: 
The camp will be held on the beautiful University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


HOUSING & MEALS: 
The First 120 campers to apply, each session, will live and eat in the HOME OF THE CHAMPIONS—Paul W. Bryant Hall. All other campers will live 
in Mary Burke East dormitory (one block from Bryant Hall) and eat in Paul Bryant Hall. 


INSURANCE: 
An accident and insurance plan has been contracted and is included in the cost of the camp. 


For additional information and a 1984 Application Write To: 
Dr. Gary White 
The Ray Perkins Crimson Tide Football Camp 
P.O. Box K 
University, Alabama 35486 
(205) 348-6161 
APPLY TODAY!! Space is Limited!! DON’T MISS OUT!! 
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Brett Nance 


Jim Thompson 


football letters prior to this year. He’s also 
been a three-year performer in basketball 
and is a member of the track and field 
team. 

Willie Shepard, 6-3, 210, is an outside 
linebacker for Coach Santee Gamble at 
Blount of Prichard. He runs a 4.5 40 and 
also sees some duty at tight end. He's a 
two-year starter and was all-region as a 
junior. 

Mike Smith is a 6-4, 255-pound offen- 
sive tackle for Coach Jim Golden at 
Dothan. He's a two-year starter. 

Jimmy Stanford, 6-4/2, 255, is a two- 
way tackle for Coach Fred Schoenrock at 
Demopolis. He runs a 5.0 40 and benches 
305. He's a three-year regular who was 
named his team’s most improved defen- 
sive lineman as a junior, when his team 
reached the state finals. 

Jim Thompson is a 6-6, 230-pound 
center for Coach Bill Bacon at Enterprise. 
He was all-state as a junior on the state 
championship team. Jim's brother, Rob, 
played football at Tennessee, recruited by 
their uncle Jim Dyar, who was then on the 
Tennessee staff. Jim runs a 4.9 40. He’s 
also a basketball center and shot put man 
in track and field. 

Darryl Whetsone, 6-2, 200, is a 
linebacker for Coach Charles Sikes at 
Montgomery Lanier. He's a three-year 
starter and was all-city as a junior. 

Oscar Wood is a 6-1, 200-pound 
linebacker for Coach Curt Douglas at 
Theodore. He's a two-year starter and 
was all-area as a junior. 


Joe Billingsley 


For That 
Wayward 
Friend 


Perhaps you know someone 
who is a fan of some other col- 
lege football team. There are 
publications covering a number 
of the nation’s top college ath- 
letics programs, as BAMA does 
Alabama's. You may wish to 
send a gift subscription of one of 
these publications, or perhaps 
just let someone know about 
them. All are active members of 
the National Collegiate Sports 
Publications Association. Just 
write for subscription informa- 
tion. 
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Sylvester Croom coaches on the sideline last season. He is an Alabama football fixture. 


Meet The Staff: 


Croom Preaches 


Lessons 


Learned 


By Al Browning 


true to life reverend and a football 

coach with evangelistic skills have 
been the vital forces in the molding of 
Sylvester Croom, a member of the Univer- 
sity of Alabama staff, who has become 
somewhat of a fixture in the Crimson Tide 
family. 

But those people who influenced him, 
Reverend Sylvester Croom and _ late 
Coach Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant, obviously 
mean much more to Croom, an All- 
America center with the Crimson Tide in 
1974, who currently coaches linebackers 
on the staff of Coach Ray Perkins. To him, 
they represent a loving father, who has 
guided him along a decent, productive 
path, and a devoted friend, who recog- 
nized his abilities as a coach and provided 
him with an opportunity to use them. 
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“There's no question my dad and 
Coach Bryant have had the biggest in- 
fluences on me,’’ Croom said, ‘‘and it’s 
amazing how closely related their lessons 
are. Basically, those lessons involve car- 
ing about people, really being concerned 
with everybody with whom you come in 
contact, and giving more than you take. 
I've learned that from my dad and Coach 
Bryant, as well as from a lot of other fine 
people through the years, teachers, other 
coaches and friends. I'm convinced suc- 
cessful people operate in that manner. 
I've molded my coaching philosophy 
around that, really getting involved with 
the feelings and accomplishments of our 
players, really caring about whether they 
reach the goals they've set for 
themselves. X's and O’s are fine, but 
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there's much more to successful 
coaching and to living successfully. 

“Coach Bryant epitomized that 
philosophy, and few days pass, if any, that 
| don’t think about what he stood for and 
what he meant to me. They say a man 
can't walk with kings and not lose the 
common touch, but he did that. It always 
amazed me how courteous he was to 
everybody he met. It was always ‘yes sir’ 
and ‘no sir’ with him, no matter the type 
individual he was dealing with. People talk 
about his accomplishments in football, but 
| remember him more for all the things he 
did for people during his lifetime. That's 
the measuring stick for greatness, | think, 
and that's why Coach Bryant is dead in 
the physical sense, but will be alive 
forever. From generation to generation 
people will talk about him."’ 

By a similar token, Croom will not be 
forgotten by devoted Alabama fans. He 
was not fast, nor particularly large, but he 
performed admirably from 1972 through 
1974 as a defensive end, linebacker, tight 
end, offensive tackle and, finally and 
beautifully, as an all-everything center. He 
played on teams that won 10 games, 11 
games and 11 games, respectively, and 
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he has coached on the Crimson Tide staff 
through the remainder of the winningest 
era in collegiate history. 

Such accomplishments, as well as ex- 
periences, are not bad for a guy who grew 
up in Tuscaloosa thinking he would some- 
day play football at Alabama A&M, as did 
his father. 

‘No, | had no idea I'd be a part of all 
this,'" Croom said. ‘| grew up following 
Alabama football, but that was during a 
period of segregation, which meant there 
was no real cause for me to even think 
about playing football at Alabama. You 
probably won't believe this, but the first 
time | set foot in a building on the Alabama 
campus, other than attending a couple of 
basketball games at Memorial Coliseum, 
was the day | showed up for freshman 
orientation. | didn't even go into the 
athletic dorm until after | signed. 

“And, let the truth be known. | wasn’t 
that good, fast or large in high school, and 
| played on losing teams. Nobody much 
recruited me. In fact, Coach Bryant used 
to talk about that in staff meetings, when 
we'd be analyzing prospects. He'd say, 
‘Shucks, you've got to remember that we 
almost didn't take Sly when he was a 
senior in high school.’ 

“Thank goodness they did take me. 
Otherwise, there's no telling what I'd be 
doing now. Give the thanks to God, 
because | know |'m doing exactly what he 
wants me to do now." 


he nickname ‘‘Sly"’ fits Croom per- 

fectly. At least that seems appropriate 
given his behavior as a Crimson Tide 
freshman. At practice one day, an assis- 
tant coach made Croom, Ronnie Joe 
Barnes and present assistant coach Mike 
Dubose take five-yard start and sprint 
tests for time. The purpose was to find 
somebody suitable for future duty at 
center, Croom found out what the testing 
was about, then purposely loafed. His 
time was poor, naturally, and such 
development was afforded Dubose, who 
later became a standout defensive end. 

“That's my only regret from my playing 
days at Alabama,’’ Croom said, ‘‘l pur- 
posely held back because | didn’t want to 
play center. Ultimately, as well as for- 
tunately, | ended up at center. 

“Those type experiences are helpful to 
me now. | know what our players go 
through. | make it a point to know what 
they're thinking. | can relate to them, 
because I've been in their positions, or at 
least something similar. | won't tolerate 
anything less than maximum effort all the 
time, because | know that's what it takes 
for a player to achieve his potential. | love 
players with marginal ability who work 
hard and ultimately make strong contribu- 


tions to the program. |'m totally disap- 
pointed when players with outstanding 
ability fail to work hard enough to tap their 
potentials.’ 

Croom has a thousand memories from 
his years at Alabama, none sweeter than 
those produced during the 1973 and 1979 
seasons. In 1973 the Crimson Tide was 
unbeaten and untied during the regular 
season, then lost 24-23 to Notre Dame in 
the Sugar Bowl. In 1979 Alabama was 
12-0, including a 24-9 victory over Arkan- 
sas in the Sugar Bowl. The 1973 team was 
the United Press International national 
champion. The 1979 team was the con- 
sensus national champion. 

“Those were the two most enjoyable 
seasons I've had here, hands down," said 
Croom. ‘‘Those two teams, | think, were 
quite similar. There was a_ special 
closeness involved, a sole purpose, win- 
ning. 

“Our team in 1973 left me with a bunch 
of special feelings. Practices were fun, 
meetings were fun and games were fun, 
When athletes are especially close, as we 
were in 1973, there is a bond there that 
can't be broken. We helped each other 
through every obstacle, and everybody 
contributed, starters and non-starters. We 
shared everything, the happiness and the 
disappointments, and even today | still 
see and talk to players from that team. 

“The 1979 team at Alabama reminded 
me so much of the 1973 team. | even told 
our players on that team about that, how 
they shared many of the same things we 
did in 1973, how they seemed to conduct 
themselves the way we did that year. 
There was so much character involved in 
the success the 1979 team had. That 
team would get behind, then would come 
storming back to claim victory. 

“Those were the years, 1973 and 1979, 
and it's my hope that every Alabama team 
from this one to all the others in the future 
can experience the things | did those two 
years." 


hile 1973 brought Croom his most 

glowing memories of his Alabama 
playing experience, the last night of that 
year brought him his greatest grief. In a 
classic game, perhaps the best in col- 
legiate history, the Crimson Tide lost to 
Notre Dame on a rainy, chilled evening in 
Tulane Stadium in New Orleans. 

"That one game, of course, was the 
most disappointing in my career,’’ Croom 
said. ‘‘I'll go to my grave with that one. 
There's a hollow hole within me because 
of that loss. It'll never be filled. We were 
better than Notre Dame,” 

Like father, like son, like former 
coach—the preaching never ends, nor 
should such words of wisdom die. 
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The Tide 


Dynast 
(1892-1982 


The football story of the 
Alabama Crimson Tide, from 
1892 through 1982, included 
some of the greatest and 
most colorful players, 
coaches and games. This 
high-quality, 90-minute video- 
tape, narrated by nationally- 
known broadcaster Jack 
Drees and Alabama color 
commentator Doug Layton, 
includes films and interviews 
of the men who built and sus- 
tained Alabama football. 
(This videotape is a re-edited 
version of two separate 


shows formerly offered by DE 
Sports Productions.) 


Only $89.50 
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ZIP 
O BETA1 O BETA2 
O BETA3 O VHS 


Make Check Payable To: 
Documentary Sports, LTD 
clo 'BAMA 
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Basketball: 


Richardson 


Is Ready 


For Chance 


by Bruce E. Graham 


very year optimism abounds among 

hundreds of college basketball teams 
and players as they prepare for the open- 
ing of the season. They dream of going to 
the Final Four Tournament. 

For senior guard Eric Richardson of the 
University of Alabama, this optimism is 
probably ata little higher level than in past 
seasons. 

“This senior season is something that | 
have been looking forward to. | just can’t 
wait to get started because this is my last 
chance to prove myself,"’ said Richard- 
son. 

There is a lot of truth in that last state- 
ment since it appears that Richardson has 
played in the shadows of spotlights owned 
by Ennis Whatley and Mike Davis. But with 
the 1983-84 season near both of those 


guards have departed for the NBA, leav- - 


ing Richardson in a position to shine. 

“First | would like to say that Ennis and 
Mike were great guards, but | really con- 
sidered all of us starters, with me going in 
to relieve the first one who tired,"’ said 
Richardson, addressing the problem of 
only two starts last season in 32 games. 

“This year, | think there will be a little 
more pressure and a lot more responsibili- 
ty on me since I'ma senior. This year | will 
definitely have to assert myself and be 
more consistent. 

“| think everyone may underrate us 
since Mike and Ennis are gone, but | really 
believe that if our whole team will put forth 
good effort every day, then we have the 
nucleus for a competitive team in the 
SEC, which is one of the toughest con- 
ferences in the NCAA.” 

With the graduation of Davis and the 
NBA hardship move of Whatley, just 
where does the senior from Birmingham 
see the strengths of the Crimson Tide? 

‘Right now it is definitely our front line 
where we have so many people 
returning,'’ said Richardson. ‘'l believe 
that we have potentially one of the 
toughest front lines in the nation. 

“As everyone knows a front line can be 
of little help if the guards can’t get the ball 
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Eric Richardson will not do much sitting this basketball season at Alabama. 


down the floor and get the ball inside to 
the big men and let them do their things. 
That's where | think | come in this year 
because | have to help get the ball up the 
floor whether I’m playing point guard or 
shooting guard. | have to have less turn- 
overs than | had last year, as does each of 
our players for us to have a chance to win 
in the SEC.” 

As Richardson mentioned, there are 
two guard positions on a basketball team. 

“We know we definitely have some 
depth problems at guard because injuries 
have really hurt us at this position. Rex 
Jones, freshman Terry Connor and me are 
all the healthy guards we have available at 


s 
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the moment. Jim Farmer has some liga- 
ment problems and Craig Dudley frac- 
tured his thumb playing this summer. 
Also, | might add that Rex is coming off a 
shoulder separation that he suffered last 
season, so we are a little weak in the 
backcourt."’ 

efore every Crimson Tide fan starts to 

throw in the towel on the upcoming 
season, Richardson adds this note: 
“Things aren't quite as bad as they look 
because | think Jim and Craig will be back 
maybe before the SEC season opens. 
That will help. Also, Rex has had playing 
time and Terry is a fine guard who could 
help us immediately. | will just have to 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER ’83 


teach the freshmen some of the ropes, 
because | know we signed good people. 
Of course, they will have to make the nor- 
mal adjustments from high school to col- 
lege and they will make the freshmen 
mistakes. We just have to go out there 
and take it one practice at a time." 

With the numerous schools that play 
competitive basketball, how did Richard- 
son wind up at Alabama, where there 
have been several good guards and play- 
ing time has had to be shared? 

“When you are a youngster, everyone 
wants to grow up and play for his state 
school, if given the chance. | had already 
decided that | wanted to play basketball in 
either the SEC, Big 10 or ACC, because | 
feel this is where the best basketball is 
played today,"’ Richardson said. 

“UAB (Alabama-Birmingham) wanted 
me, but | wanted to go somewhere that 
had an established program, and they 
were just getting off the ground. 

“Plus, look at who all we (Alabama) 
have played against since | have been 
here—North Carolina, Kentucky and 
UCLA, and this year we are going to play 
DePaul in Japan. That's exciting. 

“Something that | will always 
remember is beating UCLA in Pauley 
Pavillion on national television, and win- 
ning the SEC tournament against Ken- 
tucky right there in Rupp Arena. Both of 
those wins have to leave me with a good 
feeling that | chose the right place for Eric 
Richardson."’ 

If Richardson received family pressure 
to attend school at crossstate rival 
Auburn, then it is easily understood since 
one of his cousins, Alvin Mumphord, and 
teammate from grade school signed and 
played four years at Auburn. 

“| really didn’t have any pressure 
because the decision was mine, but 
former Alabama guard Ray Odums told 
me the advantages of playing at Alabama. 
That settled that. 

“Yes, it was strange playing against 
Alvin, because we were so close for so 
long. We even won a state championship 
together in high school, but it came down 
to lifestyles, and | wanted to play where 
my mother could see the games. That is 
important for me. 

“| really don't see Alvin and me playing 
against each other as that big of deal, but 
it seemed liked the press always built it up 
before every Alabama-Auburn game. | 
think it made good reading or something. | 
think | might have tried a little harder in 
the Auburn game, but | think every 
Alabama and Auburn athlete gives a little 
more when playing against the other 
school. But between Alvin and me there 
was no personal rivalry. | always saw the 
game as him putting on an Auburn jersey 
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Buck Johnson is ready to roar into another basketball season. 


and me an Alabama jersey, and both of us 
playing hard for our respective univer- 
sities.” 


here is no doubt that free throw shoot- 

ing at Alabama over the last several 
years has been suspect, but it is a little 
known fact that it was not Whatley or 
Davis that led the team in free throw 
percentage. It was Richardson. 

“| take a lot of pride in my free throw 
shooting, and as a senior this season | am 
going to encourage all the team to do the 
same. The best way to lead is by example, 
because every point counts and a lot of 
games are won or lost at the free throw 
line in the last minute.” 

Looking back on his three years at 
Alabama, what has most impressed 
Richardson about the overall program? 

“| have met so many great people here 
at Alabama that have gone out of their 
way to be helpful and nice. This senior 
season gives me a chance to repay just a 
small part of the benefits | have received 
by being an Alabama basketball player. 

“Another thing that stands out in my 
mind is the way the University of Alabama 
goes first class everywhere, and we have 
really made some great trips since | have 
been here. Our team has been to Los 
Angeles twice, New York, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco, Dallas, Houston and 
Maine. That Maine trip was something 
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else, since we were from the south and 
had never seen that much snow, but | 
think we all got caught up on our snow 
quota. It was a real experience. 

“That's not the end, though, because | 
think the best trip has been saved for my 
last season. We're going to Tokyo to play 
in a tournament against DePaul and 
Texas Tech. Not only do we get a great 
trip, but we get to play some top teams.” 

Every player has goals, but Richardson 
doesn't want to put personal goals ahead 
of team goals. 

“| believe if every player accomplishes 
his personal goals, the team goals should 
also follow,’’ Richardson said. ‘Sure | 
want to have a good year and be a consis- 
tent player, a team leader, and maybe 
catch the eyes of a few pro scouts. But my 
overall goal is for us to win the SEC and 
get invited to the NCAA with a chance for 
the Final Four.” 

“It really feels good to have come out 
of high school and played three years of 
basketball in the SEC. | just hope my fami- 
ly realizes my accomplishments, because 
a lot of the things | have accomplished 
have been for them. | want this year to be 
one that Alabama fans can look back on 
and say we really played hard. 

“| also think Eric Richardson's destiny 
depends on what Eric Richardson wants. | 
don't want to be hard on myself, but that’s 
reality.” 
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DEE-FENSE! 
A Wicked, 


Wonderful 
Threesome 


by Al Browning 


hey arrived at the University of Ala- 
bama after experiencing distintively 
different backgrounds. 

They look nothing alike, beyond the red 
jerseys they wear, and if you saw them 
walking across campus together you 
would probably marvel over the 
brotherhood students enjoy at The 
Capstone. 

But Randy Edwards, Mike Rodriguez 
and Jon Hand share a common disposi- 
tion when playing football. The ‘‘Terrible 
Threesome”’ at the front of the Crimson 
Tide defense, where wars are waged, 
goes about its business in brutal fashion. 
Those guys are wicked, individually and 
as a group, to the extent they seem to 
wear their bumps, bruises and scrapes 
like badges of courage, as if blood is the 
gold from which their decorations should 
be made. 

If anything is surprising about Edwards, 
Rodriguez and Hand on initial observation 
it has to be their smiles. They are all warm 
and engaging—and, my goodness, not a 
tooth is out of place or missing. 

Even Muhammad Ali got nicked from 
time to time. Of course, these guys from 
Alabama probably enjoy fighting a little 
more than he did, as long as it is done 
within the rules of the game they adore. 

From Edwards, a senior defensive 
tackle: ‘‘Playing along the line of scrim- 
mage is like a tough street fight. If you 
have a little nick or a broken finger, you 
have to keep going. There’s no quitting 
allowed in there. What was it former 
Green Bay Packers Coach Vince Lombar- 
di said? Paraphrasing, it was something 
like, ‘The greatest thing about men is that 
they are willing to fight until exhaustion, 
then they are seen lying on the ground at 
the end of a game victorious.’ That’s what 
playing in the defensive line at Alabama is 


Mike Rodriguez (left) and Jon Hand (right) are poised 
and ready to attack at the line of scrimmage. They join 
Randy Edwards in the defensive front three. 
Spectrum-Southeast Photo 
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about to me, battling and winning. I'm 
always pretty sore after a game, but I'm 
almost always content with the battle | 
fought.’ 

From Rodriguez, a senior middle guard: 
“It's like a war up front. All you think about 
is that you have to destroy the man in 
front of you. He's your bitter enemy. You 
have to hurt him before he hurts you. You 
have to let him know that you are the 
toughest man he has ever faced on the 
football field, or else he’s gonna whip 
you." 

From Hand, a sophomore defensive 
tackle: ‘It takes a strong will, a lot of 
desire and more than a little meanness to 
survive in the trenches during a game. 
You must be willing to do whatever it 
takes to get the job done. Even playing dir- 
ty, you ask? Well, sometimes those kind of 
things might pop up, come to the front. If it 
happens, if an opponent starts playing 
that way, yes, | might join in the fun. You 
do unto others what they do unto 
you—only more effectively. If a guy beats 
me ona play, really knocks me for a loop, 
my adrenalin starts pumping even more. 
From then on he's not in the game.” 


B efore you telephone the local animal 
society to report that Edwards, 
Rodriguez and Hand are being cruel to 
humans, consider that there is a catch to 
all this talk about the smashing of teeth 
and the breaking of bones. Physically 
imposing—6-foot-4, 260, 6-3, 250 and, 
goodness, 6-7, 280, respectively—the 
"Terrible Threesome" is as pleasant off 
the football field as a group of grand- 
mothers knitting quilts. 

Edwards is articulate. He is a finance 
major with an eye on a career in law if his 
goal of making it in the National Football 
League does not work out, 

“| love football and would like to play 
for several more years,"’ he said. ‘But 
there is more to life, so I'm preparing 
myself for other things, too. A finance 
degree with a law degree sounds like a 
good investment to me.” 

Rodriguez is particularly charming, a 
lady-killer on campus with a quick wit and 
a pleasing dance step or two. 

"Yeah, I'm aware people think I'm a 
lover,’ he said. ‘‘It’s true, maybe. | think 
that's the result of my freshmen year. | 
majored in girls back then. It's all a game 
to me.” 

Hand is soft-spoken and very much 
aware of his size and how the public 
perceives him. He digests the attention 
with a smile. 

‘When | go out on the town, like stroll- 
ing around the mall, it's interesting how 
people react when seeing me,”’ he said. ‘‘| 
have people walk up to me at times just to 
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say, ‘Wow, you're big!’ | just look at them 
and say, 'No kidding!’ Sometimes they 
just stare at me, and if | stare back, they 
turn and run like little children scared in 
the night."’ 

There are two redeeming characteris- 
tics shared by the ‘'Terrible 
Threesome’'—strength and facial hair. 
They all bench press more than 400 
pounds, Rodriguez leading with 450, and 
they all sport whiskers all about, beards 
and moustaches, although Rodriguez 
said, '‘Big Jon (Hand) is such a baby, the 
youngster in our crowd, that it takes him a 
month or two to get good growth." 

And, if you have not guessed, Edwards, 
Rodriguez and Hand seem to think a little 
differently than most people. According to 
them, that is an occupational necessity 
that, ina strange sort of way, adds to their 
abilities to dominate opponents during 
fall. 

As Edwards said, ‘| think defensive 
linemen are a little off-center from 
everybody else. To be a defensive 
lineman, at least a good one, you have to 
have a screw or two loose in your head. 
It's just not a sane position to play. 

“As a group, we get pretty emotional at 
times, but it’s not that jump up and down 
kind. | can always tell how high our inten- 
sity level is by looking into the eyes of the 
other two (Rodriguez and Hand). There's 
usually a glare there. | call it a will to win.” 

Rodriguez takes it a step further: “’You 
have to work up a hard hate for the man in 
front of you. You have to remember that 
he's out there trying to hurt you. You have 
to want to kill him on evéry play he’s in 
front of you. 

“You've got to have animal instincts. 
You've got to be a little cocky. You've got 
to be a little crazy, too." 

The strong, mean and crazy formula is 
working wonders for the Crimson Tide. 
The first three opponents this season 
averaged running the football 61 yards 
per game, Memphis State, the fourth op- 
ponent, got almost twice that much run- 
ning the football, but 112 yards is nothing 
to shout about, 


“We have a feeling nobody can run 
against us,"’ said Rodriguez. ‘‘We like for 
people to come straight at us, to 
challenge us. That's one reason I'm look- 
ing forward to our games against LSU and 
Auburn. Those teams like to run the foot- 
ball. They'll show up for the fight. A lot of 
teams run three plays against us, decide 
they can't move the football, then spend 
the rest of the game throwing it. That cuts 
into our action, the thrill of the war.” 


f course, the chief thrill this season at 
Alabama is winning, particularly after 


the Crimson Tide suffered four losses last 
year. As is usually the case, change in 
command brought with it fresh dedication, 
and it enhanced aspiration. 

Perhaps Edwards best typifies that 
spirit. 

“This is my last chance to win a na- 
tional championship,’ Edwards said. ‘'It's 
my last chance to taste the good life so 
many Alabama players from the past have 
enjoyed. We've tried hard in the past, but 
we haven't found a way to win like 
Alabama did in the 1970s. When | came 
here, | was a part of what was supposed 
to be the finest recruiting class in the 
country. What have we done? We've ac- 
complished nothing, at least by Alabama 
standards, and we want to change that 
this year. It’s easy to set goals low enough 
to achieve all of them. Some teams do 
that, but that’s not the Alabama way. To 
be No. 1 is everything to us. It's an 
Alabama tradition, something we should 
take pride in, and we've discussed that a 
lot since the Liberty Bowl victory at the 
end of last season." 

Interestingly, it was in Memphis during 
Liberty Bowl week that Edwards saw 
something that changed his outlook on 
football. It increased his desire to do his 
part as an individual to make the Crimson 
Tide better as a team. 

“A day or two before the Liberty Bowl, | 
looked at myself in the mirror and saw a 
blubbery pig,"' Edwards said. ''! didn't like 
the way | looked. | went to the weight 
room with (strength coach) Al Miller as 
soon as we got back to Tuscaloosa, and | 
went to work. The innertube that was 
there so much of last season is gone. I've 
replaced it with muscle, as well as with a 
stronger desire to win, After LSU 
manhandled us last season (20-10), | 
made a vow that nobody would ever again 
whip me like that, nobody on this earth or 
beyond."’ 


This season is also important to 
Rodriguez, for an extra noteworthy 
reason. He has been hidden in shadows 
much of his Crimson Tide career, a series 
of injuries adding to his misery, but has 
apparently blossomed this year. 

“At times waiting for the chance to 
start and play a lot was frustrating," said 
Rodriguez. ‘‘But that was because of the 
injuries more than anything. If you'll 
remember, | played a while behind War- 
ren Lyles, who was the best football 
player |'ve ever been around. | never 
questioned that. But, yes, I'm happier this 
season than I've ever been. This is may 
year to show my stuff. I'm determined to 
do that.”’ 

Strangely, Rodriguez was recruited to 
Alabama as a fullback, although Crimson 
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Tide coaches told him from the outset that 
he might become a middle guard. He has, 
at least, kept a number people associate 
with his favorite position, 31. 

“It just doesn’t look right, does it?’ 
Rodriguez said about wearing number 31 
and playing on the defensive front. 


odriguez grew up looking for a good 

fight. He spent his youthful years in 
Oakland, California, which is known for its 
rowdiness, then moved to Florida, where 
he was spotted by Crimson Tide 
recruiters. His father, Eduardo, is an inter- 
nationally known professional wrestler, 
Cyclone Negro, and he is large, 6-foot-3 
and 285 pounds. 

“| fought a lot growing up,’ Rodriguez 
said. ‘‘The street | lived on in Oakland was 
pretty tough. My dad is a dirty wrestler, 
too, a former international champion, who 
once won the international brass knuckles 
title. He taught me to defend myself at all 
costs. One time he told me that if | ever 
got my butt whipped that | wasn't 
welcome at home. He said if | ever got an 
eye blackened, the other guy better look a 
lot worse than me. 

“The reason |’m saying all this is to 
point out that my background made me 
just right for playing in the defensive line. | 
get doubled-teamed a lot during games. If 
| don’t have any fight to me, well, I’m 
liable to be a wreck after games.” 

Rodriguez’ mother is a delightful lady, 
Gladys, who is small, 5-foot-1 and 105 
pounds. 

“She still thinks of me as an innocent 
little kid,’’ said Rodriguez. 

Edwards’ mother, Juanele, has similar 
views of her son. 

“I’m her little boy, and I'll always be her 
little boy,’ said Edwards. 


What about Hand? Well, nobody can 
say he is small, given his height, weight, 
size 15 feet and size 39 waist, but one of 
the seniors in the ‘Terrible Threesome” is 
descriptive enough when it comes to 
analyzing him. 

“Jon is our baby,'’ Rodriguez said, ‘‘the 
youngster. But he’s not the kind of baby 
you'd want to try to take any candy away 
from." 

“Big Jon’’ chuckles when hearing the 
review. 

“I'm gentle enough, true,’’ Hand said, 
‘but if somebody tries to take something 
from me, I'll show them a mean streak. | 
take life fairly easy off the field, in stride, 
but I've got a job to do on the field. 

““My confidence level is building to a 
high point. That's true with the team, too. 
To be No. 1 is the goal, as individuals and 
as a team.” 

Hand, who hails from Sylacauga, is one 


Randy Edwards fights hard to get to a passing quarterback. He likes a battle. 


of the more highly recruited players on the 
Alabama team. He arrived on campus 
with people expecting great things from 
him. He has not disappointed anybody. 
Last spring, he earned most valuable 
player honors in the A-Day Game. This 
season, he has been a terror at work. 

“| never have felt pressure,’’ Hand 
said. ‘‘People have their expectations, 
sure, and | have expectations for myself. 
Basically, | just want to get a little better at 
what I’m doing every day. In the long run, 
that’s the best action anybody can take."’ 

Hand is also getting a little larger, in- 
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credibly, and that causes some hardships 
he is willing to bear. For instance, he 
sleeps on the floor the night before games 
because motel beds are not large enough 
to totally support his massive frame. ‘My 
legs stick off the end from about the shins 
down,"’ he said. He orders his clothes 
through the mail, because 19-inch necks 
are not common on conventional shirts. 

“The big thing, | guess, is my transpor- 
tation problems,” said Hand. ‘'! found out 
a long time ago that | have to stay away 
from those late-model cars. | get a little 
cramped in those things." 
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Scouting Reports: 


Tide Faces Tough Stretch Run 


The last month of the 1982 Alabama football season was a 
disaster for the Tide, Bama failing to win in three tries in 
November. This year the opposition is no less strenuous 
as Alabama takes on LSU, Southern Miss, Boston College 
and Auburn in the final weeks of the regular season. 


by Kirk McNair 


wo important Southeastern Confer- 

ence games, including a nationally- 
televised contest against pre-season 
league favorite and crossstate rival 
Auburn, and another nationally-televised 
game against highly-regarded Boston Col- 
lege are included in the stretch of the first 
regular season schedule for Coach Ray 
Perkins’ Crimson Tide. In addition to 
Auburn the Tide faces LSU in conference 
play, while pesky Southern Miss is also on 
the slate in the final month. 


While Boston College is new to the 
schedule, Bama will have little trouble 
remembering the other members of the 
final four. In November a year ago all 
three handed defeats to Alabama, LSU 
and Auburn ending long losing streaks, 
Southern Miss ending the Tide's incredi- 
ble 20-year, 57-game winning streak at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 


*BAMA subscribers will receive up- 
dates on opponents in newsletters. 


LSU 
7:30 p.m. November 5 
Baton Rouge 


f the old saw that you play offense to 

please the fans is true, it is understand- 
able that the always excited followers of 
LSU are ecstatic. And in Tiger Stadium, 
which is regarded as one of the home 
fields with a real advantage, the roar of 
fans and Mike IV (the Tiger mascot) has 
been greater than ever, because offense 
has been the name of the game. 

LSU, now in the fourth year of the 
Coach Jerry Stovall era, has one of the 
first tailback tandems in the nation in 
sophomores Dalton Hilliard (who set an 
NCAA record with 16 touchdowns as a 
freshman) and Garry James. Going into 
the season the Tigers felt that all they 
needed to have a great offense was to 
have capable quarterback play. Soph Jeff 
Wickersham has given them that. 
Although Wickersham was handicapped 
by a lack of experience in the opening loss 
to Florida State, he has since gained that 
experience. Eric Martin is an outstanding 
wide receiver. 

An offense is usually as good as its of- 
fensive line. LSU's middle fivesome in- 
cludes four returning starters from last 
year, averaging 6-3, 273, and including all- 
star candidate Mike Gambrell at center. 

Alabama will most remember the LSU 
defense, which was vicious against the 
Tide last year (holding the Bama wishbone 
to 45 yards rushing and keeping quarter- 
back Walter Lewis scrambling for his life). 
The Tigers lost a number of those 
defenders, but the rebuilding job seems to 
be going well. Linebacker Rydell Malan- 
con is considered by LSU coaches to be 
the best player at his position in the na- 
tion, but his fellow linebackers Gregg 
Dubroc, Shawn Burks and John Fritchie 
are also extremely active. Roland Barbay 
at noseguard is leader of a young defen- 
sive line, while free safety Liffort Hobley is 
an all-conference candidate in the sec- 
ondary. LSU operates out of a 3-4 defense 
similar to Alabama's. 

The kicking game returns placekicker 
Juan Betanzos (long field goal, 51 yards) 
and barefooted punter Clay Parker. 


LSU's offense is designed to exploit the running abili- 
ty of sophomore tailback Dalton Hilliard (21), an all- 
SEC performer in his freshman year. LSU Photo 
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SOUTHERN MISS 
1:30 p.m. November 12 
Birmingham 


outhern Miss was hit hard by gradua- 
tion, not so much in quantity as in 
quality. The Golden Eagles graduated 
quarterback Reggie Collier. However, it’s 
difficult to feel too sorry for Southern 


Doug Flutie ranks among the nation’s most prolific passers and has moved Boston College into the national 
Boston College Photo 


limelight. Althoug he’s only 5-9, he is big time. 


because of the quantity and quality they 
have returning at other positions. Starters 
on offense return from tackle to tackle 
and they range in size from 6-4, 231 to 
6-62, 271. Tailback Sam Dejarnette, a 
junior who began his career at Auburn, is 
considered among the finest in the nation. 
Louis Lipps is back at flanker after a junior 
year in which he caught 38 passes and 
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ranked eighth in the nation in punt returns. 

Most of the new faces on offense are 
experienced. Collier's second cousin, 
Robert Ducksworth, has taken over at 
quarterback. A former quarterback, Mike 
Landrum (though not the Landrum who 
transferred from Bama to Southern a few 
years ago), has moved to tight end. Senior 
Clemon Terrell has taken over at fullback. 

The defense is built around one of the 
nation’s top noseguards, senior Jerald 
Baylis. The Southerners also think they 
have all-star candidates in linebacker 
Grey Kelley, tackle Richard Byrd (an end 
last year) and strong safety Bud Brown. 
Baylis has averaged nearly 10 tackles per 
game for his career, while Kelley led the 
team in tackles in 1981 before sitting out 
an injury redshirt year last season. Brown 
and cornerback Bruce Miller are both 
seeking their fourth letters as leaders in 
the secondary. 

Steve Clark, whose long field goal two 
years ago enabled Southern to tie 
Alabama in Birmingham, is back for place- 
ment work, while Larry Boyd has won the 
punting job. 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
1 p.m. EST November 25 
Foxboro 


f you think of Doug Flutie when you think 

of Boston College, you are not alone. 
Although Bama players and coaches will 
have to be concerned with all aspects of 
the Eagles, it's hard to overlook the 5-9 
junior quarterback of Boston College. 
Every time he throws or completes a pass 
he sets several school records and he will 
be around the 7,000-yard mark in passing 
offense for his career when Bama comes 
up against him, if he continues along his 
current schedule. 

Although the emphasis is on passing, 
Boston College does run the football 
slightly more often than passing it. The 
leading rusher as a freshman and until an 
injury took him out for a few weeks in the 
middle of this season is 5-10 soph tailback 
Troy Stratford. Fellow 5-10 soph Ken Bell, 
the team speedster, is Stratford's backup. 
Good depth at fullback, led by 230-pound 
senior Brian Krystoforski, who took over 
for injured Bob Biestek in the early 
season, makes the Eagles believe they 
have their best running situation ever. 

Flutie shares the wealth among his 
receivers. Scott Gieselman (6-5, 235) at 
tight end, Brian Brennan at split end and 
Gerard Phelan at flanker are top targets, 
but Flutie will also dish it out to his running 
backs. 

Although the Eagles suffered severe 
graduation losses in the offensive line, 
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Randy Campbell, Auburn quarterback, doesn't have a reputation for being able to run particularly well or pass particularly well, but his leadership and capable operation of the 


wishbone offense has been a primary factor in Auburn success. 


Coach Jack Bicknell is pleased with the 
performance of the group, including his 
son Jack (6-1, 258) at center. 

Boston College's five-man defensive 
front is made up of four returning starters 
and the remaining vacancy has been filled 
by a senior. However, the strength of the 
defense is at linebacker, where senior 
Steve DeOssie (6-2, 240) is a one-man 
wrecking crew. He averaged almost 14 
tackles per game last year from his left 
linebacker spot. This year he has been the 
number two tackler, with right linebacker 
Ted Gaffney the leader. 

In the secondary three starters are 
back from last year, and a senior has 
taken over the other spot. 

Junior Kevin Snow is back to placekick. 
He has field goal range of longer than 40 
yards. Soph John Milalik won the punting 
job this year. He is averaging about 40 
yards per punt. 


AUBURN 
3:50 p.m. December 3 
Birmingham 


A uburn, which has won the SEC cham- 
pionship only one time (26 years ago), 
was the pre-season favorite for this year’s 
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title, and with some good reason. The 
Tigers feature an experienced and 
talented offense, a defensive front full of 
all-star candidates and an abundance of 
confidence. 

The Tigers run the wishbone offense, 
perceived by many as a high-risk attack, 
but proved over the past two years under 
the guidance of quarterback Randy 
Campbell to be not necessarily so. Camp- 
bell is the type quarterback who doesn't 
seem to be much of a passer or runner, 
but he gets the job done. One reason is 
because of a couple of guys he can pitch 
the football to for outside runs, Auburn’s 
outstanding halfback duo of Bo Jackson 
and Lionel James. Both have gamebreak- 
ing ability from any spot on the field. Addi- 
tionally, Tommie Agee has turned the 
fullback spot into an offensive threat for 
Auburn. Auburn hasn’t shown great depth 
in the backfield, except for quarterback 
Pat Washington. Although the pass has 
not been exploited by Auburn to the extent 
some wishbone teams have used it, Ed 
West at tight end and Chris Woods at split 
end are considered top performers. 

The Auburn offense operates behind a 
good line, led by all-star candidates David 
Jordan (6-6, 267) at guard and Pat Ar- 
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rington (6-6, 269) at tackle. 

Auburn expected the defensive front to 
be a strong point this year with nothing but 
all-star candidates across the front. 
Noseguard Dowe Aughtman and tackles 
Donnie Humphrey and Doug Smith all tip 
the scales at around 270. Additionally, 
Auburn has a backup man, Ben Thomas, 
who doesn’t start despite Auburn claims 
that he’s the best defensive lineman on 
the team. Gerald Robinson at defensive 
end and Gregg Carr at inside linebacker 
are outstanding performers. 

lf Auburn was to have a weakness this 
year it was expected to be an inex- 
perienced secondary. Only cornerback 
David King has a big reputation among 
the defensive backs. 

Auburn traditionally has had an 
outstanding kicking game. However, this 
year the Tigers have been burned on kick 
coverage, both punts and kickoffs. From a 
kicking standpoint, Al Del Greco is a 
capable placement man and Lewis Col- 
bert a good punter. Lionel James is con- 
sidered one of the top punt return men in 
the nation and his backup, Trey Gainous, 
had a big return against Tennessee. Bo 
Jackson is an outstanding kickoff return 
man. 
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Women’s Athletics: 


The Race For Top 10 Is On... 


by Gay Sievers 


infield, Huntsville, Florence and 

Mobile—the Alabama hometowns of 
five members of the Lady Crimson Tide 
cross country team. These runners, plus 
some from Florida, New Jersey, South 
Carolina and Tennessee, transverse a 
3,000-meter diversely terrained course 
each Saturday from mid-September to 
Thanksgiving. 

Kathy Box, a senior, hails from Winfield. 
She was the leading finisher for Alabama 
in the 1982 Southeastern Conference In- 
vitational and the NCAA Region 3 meets. 
Junior Linda Patterson is a Huntsville 
native, and sophomore Claire Townsend 
hails from Florence. The freshmen are 
Lisa Savell of Mobile and Kim Berghoffer 
of Eight Mile. 

“We are a very young team,” said 
Coach John Mitchell, who originated this 
team in 1977. ‘‘We did not return to 
school in as good a shape as | would have 
liked, and you have to give the freshmen 
time to adjust, but | think we're showing 
some progress. 

Kathy is our only senior. She’s a wise 
runner, who knows what's important. 
She’s pacing herself and will be back 


Claire Townsend 


among our top five runners by SEC (meet) 
time. Linda didn’t get to run much this 
summer, but she began to get her form 
back in our third meet. 

“| was surpised that Lisa, only a fresh- 


man, moved into the top five places so 
early in the season, and Kim moved up 
also. Claire is as solid as ever. We're im- 
proving.” 

The season is short for this distance 
corps that also runs the 3,000, 5000 and 
10,000-meter lengths on the track team. 
For cross country there are only five 
meets, plus the SEC Championship, the 
NCAA Regional meet and the NCAA 
Championship. 

“Our season is so short that each race 
is a stepping stone, no matter how tough 
or how low-key that meet is,’’ said Town- 
send, a commerce major. '‘We want to 
get better with each run. | feel like I'm 
stronger this year, and | think we've im- 
proved more than we realize. We're 
young, but very enthusiastic." 


ulie Ross, a sophomore from Greer, 

South Carolina, was the top finisher in 
the early meets, and sophomore Lisa 
Pakutka of Hopatcong, New Jersey, won 
the Azalea City Meet in a Mobile Municipal 
Park course record of 17 minutes, two 
seconds. 

‘We need a lead runner,’' said Mitchell. 


Top 20 Ranking Brings A Smile 


Carol Smith 
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by Gay Sievers 


en Weeks is hiding a grin, because 
basketball coaches aren't supposed 
to smile at this point in the season. 

Ten returning players, including four 
starters, four newcomers and a first pre- 
season top 20 ranking have the third-year 
Lady Tide coach smiling. 

“We know the ranking (17th in the 
Women's Basketball News Service) is on 
paper and we'll have to prove it on the 
court. But it means a lot to our program,” 
said Weeks, who posted a 302-55 record 
as a high school coach before coming to 
The Capstone. 

In his first two years, Alabama posted 
winning records, 17-11 and 16-13, and 
finished seventh and eighth in the 
toughest conference in the nation. Weeks 
wasn't even hinting at a grin. 

‘We worked hard last year, and we re- 


cruited hard,"’ he said. ‘We think the top 
20 is not beyond the potential of this team, 
because we've added two key ingredi- 
ents, depth and experience.” 

Depth at every position and experience 
as a playing unit are necessary to fight for 
the Southeastern Conference crown. The 
inside position is filled with two preseason 
All-America picks in Carol Smith, a 6-2 
sophomore from Milan, Tennessee, and 
DeeDee Davis, a 6-3 freshman from Pen- 
sacola, Florida. 


Smith was a starter as a freshman and 
was picked second team All-America. She 
averaged 16.2 points and 9.2 rebounds. 
Davis was a USA Today honorable men- 
tion All-America and selected all-state for 
two years. She averaged 19.2 points and 
11.9 rebounds. 
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History of Alabama Athletics 


The Governor Was A Tough One 


f he had never entered politics—never 

served four terms as Governor of Ala- 
bama, never run for President of the 
United States, never made national head- 
lines with his controversial stands on seg- 
regation and never been the target of a 
near-successful assassination attempt— 
George Wallace's biggest moments in the 
spotlight could have come when he boxed 
for the University of Alabama. 

Joining the team as a freshman, Wal- 
lace was touted as a boxer with much 
potential, having already won two state 
Golden Gloves titles in the 119-pound ban- 
tamweight division. Coach Richard Brick- 
ates called the young pre-law student 
“one of the most promising young men 
ever to make the team,’’ when he arrived 
for his freshman year. Because athletes 
were not allowed to compete on the varsi- 
ty level as freshmen, Wallace didn’t get an 
immediate chance to show his potential. 

Without the now-standard scholarship 
benefits enjoyed by most college athletes, 
Wallace stayed in a boarding house rent- 
free by bringing in other paying boarders. 
He also waited tables from 6 to 8 a.m., 
from noon to 2 p.m., and from 6 to 8 p.m. 
for his meals. Add classes to this 
schedule, and it isn’t hard to see what a 
strain his lifestyle put on his training. 
“During the boxing seasons,"' he said, ‘‘in 
the morning | would get up at four o'clock 
with a sweatsuit on and run a couple of 
miles. Then I'd come back and take a 
bath, dress and wait on tables."’ 

A boxing fan all of his life, Wallace still 
finds time to keep up with the sport. His in- 
terest has covered a span starting when 
one of his all-time favorites, Jack Demp- 
sey, was world heavyweight champion. 
Today, he is a fan of current heavyweight 
champ Larry Holmes. The four-time gov- 
ernor says he remembers a time when the 
few people who had radios would have to 
listen closely to hear through the static 
and report to others how Dempsey was 
doing. 

He has followed the sport through the 


Governor George Wallace had a wicked punch as a 
boxer. You can ask August Fisher of Tulane about 
that. 
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by Tommy Deas 


years and has liked such fighters as Sugar 
Ray Leonard, Sugar Ray Robinson, Gene 
Fulmer, Joe Louis and Jim Braddock. 

It was this early interest in the sport 
that prompted him to give boxing a try in 
the first place. 

‘| was in the Bernard McFadden Tour- 
nament in 1935,"' he said of the start of 
his fighting days. ‘Bernard McFadden 
was a well-known health faddist, so they 
had a boxing tournament all over the 
country known as the Bernard McFadden 
Tournament. They had the South Alabama 


meet here (in Montgomery), and | won in 
the 118-120 pound class. | was a page in 
the legislature, and | trained at the YMCA. 
| went to Birmingham (as he advanced in 
the tournament) and broke my thumb and 
lost.” 


is boxing days at Alabama taught him 

many things that helped him later in 
life, especially in the political arena. It 
even gave him a nickname—the ‘‘Fight- 
ing Little Judge’’—that was used a lot in 
his early political career. 
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“In the first place, | learned to be pre- 
pared when you get out of school. This is 
amateur sport, and you've got to be good 
to get through college, but you've also got 
to be good if you go pro. When you get out 
of college you turn pro in life,"’ he said. 

“It also taught me to be a gracious win- 
ner. It's like ‘Bear’ Bryant said—'There's 
no honor in second place’—but ‘Bear’ 
also said when you lose, lose like champs, 
lose with class, 

“| would say | learned that when you 
are defeated some time in life, don't give 
up. Show class and come back." 

As a sophomore, Wallace did indeed 
live up to his billing, The diminutive slug- 
ger won all five of his fights that year 
leading to the Southeastern Conference 
Tournament in Tampa, Florida. Wallace 
remembers vividly his days fighting for 
Alabama, and especially remembers the 
tournament. 

‘My second year | was on the boxing 
team | won every match with the excep- 
tion that | lost in the semi-finals in the tour- 
nament to a fellow from Mississippi 
State," Wallace said. '‘| beat him twice 
during the season pretty handily, but when 
you got to the tournament you 
sometimes had to fight two times a day. 
So on this fight | didn't put out like | should 
have, although one sports writer said he 
thought that even though | didn't use my 
full potential, | lost the fight because | 
loafed part of the fight. 

‘My loafing part was that | really won in 
the eyes of this man and others, but it was 
called against me because, instead of go- 
ing out and really beating him, | fought 
well enough to outpoint him. | didn't want 
to give out completely in a three-round 
slugging match. He was a pretty tough 
fellow, so | lost in that fashion." 


hat might have been the end of Wal- 

lace's boxing days for Alabama were it 
not for the insistence of Brickates and 
Wallace's poor judgment of his dean's 
character. 

“The next year | was in law school,” 
Wallace said. ‘‘The dean of the law school 
was Dean (Albert) Farrah. He was an 
elderly gentleman, | believe in his early 
80s, and he had a strict rule that if you 
worked a part-time job that took many 
hours during the day or if you played on an 
athletic team or you took advanced ROTC, 
you had to take a cut course. Well, | did 
not go out for the boxing team because | 
wanted to get out of school as quick as | 
could." 

With the SEC Tournament approaching, 
Brickates, who called Wallace '‘one of the 
hardest hitting young men in the South,"’ 
made a plea for help. Wallace fought at a 


“| had some people out of 
Birmingham talk to me 
about going ahead and 
fighting pro and fighting a 
lot more amateur fights. 
lt?d been hard to make a 
good living. | just was not 
that interested.’”’—Gover- 
nor George Wallace 


Tuscaloosa meet, defeating an opponent 
from Georgia, but had no plans to go to 
the tournament in Baton Rouge, Louisi- 
ana. 

“When the coach came to me about a 
week before the tournament | told him, ‘If 
you will talk to Dean Farrah and Dean Far- 
rah will let me go, | will go.' | knew he 
would not let me go, in my own mind, 
because | wasn't in shape and | just didn’t 
want to go into that tough competition not 
being in shape. But | made that proposi- 
tion to them."' 

Brickates talked to the dean, who sent 
for Wallace. 

“| really am hesitant to come to you 
about this matter. My coach said he 
talked to you and you asked to see me,'' 
Wallace told the dean. 

“Well, tell me about it," Dean Farrah 
said. 

"They want me to go down and fight on 
the boxing team in the Southeastern Tour- 
nament in Baton Rouge." 

“Let's think about it,"’ the dean said. 
“‘Let me ask you a question, Mr. Wallace. 
Where do you hit them to knock them 
out?” 

Wallace answered, beginning to sus- 
pect that he may have been wrong about 
Farrah’s reaction to the idea. 

“Do you think anyone will ever whip 
(then heavyweight champion) Joe Louis?" 
the dean said, showing interest and 
knowledge. 

‘Dean, frankly | don't think so unless 
he, like some of them, tries to come back 
after his prime. But otherwise, if he fights 
just in his prime years he will never be 
defeated." 

“But when the dean asked me that,"’ 
Wallace said, ‘'| began to say, ‘My good- 
ness, this is not sounding right.’ "’ 

“How long will it take on this trip?"' Far- 
rah said. 


tretching the truth a bit, Wallace exag- 

gerated and told the dean ‘‘at least 
four days." 

“Oh well, that's not too long,’ Dean 
Farrah said. ‘‘I'll tell you what to do—you 
go ahead and fight at that tournament and 
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win for the glory of the law school.” 

Stunned by the dean's approval, Wal- 
lace said to himself, '‘'Oh, my goodness,” 
thanked the dean and rushed out to begin 
training. 

Despite his worries, Wallace did well in 
the tournament, advancing to fight Louisi- 
ana State's Al Michael, the national colle- 
giate champion. 

“| fought Al Michael; later he was a golf 
pro in Louisiana and supported me for the 
presidency. We had a tough fight that 
night and he was given the decision. 
Frankly, if it had been fought in Tusca- 
loosa .. . maybe it could have gone either 
way. I've just always wished I'd been in 
better shape. 

‘| remember August Fisher (of Tulane), 
who I'd knocked out, wrote me a letter. He 
said, ‘If you're in good shape you can 
defeat Michael because I've fought both 
of you, and he only decisioned me and you 
stopped me.’ But Al won, and he was a 
pretty tough fighter, too."’ 

The next year, the SEC abolished box- 
ing because It was too cruel, according to 
Wallace. He says that it was ‘jealousy on 
the part of the other sports,’ because 
boxing outdrew everything except foot- 
ball. 

“| fought a few matches in the armed 
services,"'’ he said, ‘and won the Lowery 
Field title. | had some people out of Bir- 
mingham talk to me about going ahead 
and fighting pro and fighting a lot more 
amateur fights, But | thought about it for a 
while and said. ‘No, | don't believe |'ll be 
all that successful.’ On top of that, if | 
didn’t go to the top in my weight class, it'd 
been hard to make a good living. | just was 
not that interested.’ 


allace’s political career even took 

him indirectly to see his former 
coach for the first time since he left 
school. 

‘| was on a speaking tour of colleges in 
1963," Wallace said. ''When | was up that 
way, | spoke at Dartmouth. Dartmouth 
had a big amphitheater-type stage, and 
there was a rope between the student 
body and the speaking rostrum. 

“Coach Brickates lived in Sacco, 
Maine, which was a short distance away. 
When the speech was over, Brickates, be- 
ing a very outspoken extrovert, jumped 
over the rope with his two brothers. Think- 
ing something was wrong, the policemen 
grabbed them in sort of a hammerlock 
and started wrestling with them. 

“| said, ‘Gentlemen, gentlemen, it's 
okay. They're friends of mine.’ They went 
back to Boston with us and stayed over- 
night in the hotel, which was the first time 
| had seen him since 1941.” 
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The Best In The 1930s? 

As a regular feature to its monthly bulle- 
tin, the College Football Researchers 
Association—send inquiries to Bob Kirlin, 
7609 E. Marietta, Spokane, WA 99206— 
poses interesting playoffs questions. In its 
October issue, the the tournament fea- 
tured the top teams from the 1930s, in- 
cluding the 1934 Alabama team. That 
Crimson Tide team, which featured Mil- 
lard ‘‘Dixie’’ Howell, Don Hutson and Paul 
Bryant, was unbeaten and untied. Ala- 
bama defeated Stanford in the 1935 Rose 
Bowl. 

Following is the opening round pairings 
for that championship of the decade tour- 
nament: Notre Dame of 1930 against Min- 
nesota of 1934, Southern Cal of 1931 
against Pittsburgh of 1937, Alabama of 
1934 against Texas A&M of 1939, and 
TCU of 1938 against Tennessee of 1938. 

It never hurts to dream. 


SI Honored Hutson 

Few people probably remember, but in 
September of 1969, Sports Illustrated 
Magazine named its all-decade teams. In- 
cluded on the team from the 1930s was 
Don Hutson, a splendid end from Ala- 
bama. 

Also, the coach of the decade from the 
1960s was Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant of Ala- 
bama, who led the Crimson Tide to na- 
tional championships in 1961, 1964 and 
1965 (plus 1966, says Harry Carson Frye, 
featured above). It is interesting to note 
that Coach Bryant was known as ‘‘the 
other end’’ at Alabama when he played 
with Hutson. 


Command Performance 

Recently, the Alabama Board of Trust- 
ees had a meeting on campus at which 
three notables from the Crimson Tide 
Athletics Department were greeted. They 
were swim coach Don Gambril, baseball 
coach Barry Shollenberger and track 
coach John Mitchell. It was a formal 
honoring session, you could say, because 
their teams finished in the top five na- 
tionally last year. 

Gambril coached his swimmers to a 
fifth-place finish. Shollenberger coached 
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his baseball players to a second-place 
finish. Mitchell coached his outdoors 


track and field stars to a third-place finish. 


Barry Shollenberger 


Swimmers Break Water 

With the Red-White Intrasquad Meet 
out of the way, as of October 28, Alabama 
swimmers turn their attention to a 
November 11 dual meet against Indiana 
at the Alabama Aquatic Center. That 
opens another season for the Crimson 
Tide, which finished fifth nationally last 
year, 

Coach Don Gambril, who will coach the 
United States Olympic Games Team next 
year, is entering his 11th season at 
Alabama. He has developed the Crimson 
Tide program into one of the finest in the 
nation. 

Alabama has 10 returning all- 
Americans from last year. The Crimson 
Tide posted a 12-0 dual meet record last 
season, and Gambril is encouraged as he 
looks to the start of a new year. 


Hurt Named 

While picking the Kentucky Wildcats to 
win the NCAA basketball championship 
this season, The Sporting News selected 
Alabama as a possible NCAA Tournament 
team. The Crimson Tide was not ranked in 
the top 40. 

The Sporting News listed Alabama 


under the ‘'13 That Should (but probably 
won't make the NCAA Tournament be- 
cause so many berths go to automatic 
qualifiers)'’ section in its preseason rank- 
ings. 

Junior forward Bobby Lee Hurt of the 
Crimson Tide was listed on the All- 


America checklist supplied by The Sport- 
ing News. He is joined by 19 other for- 
wards. 


7A CN iho: 


Bobby Lee Hurt 


Did You Say 1926? 

Our intent was good, but our ears were 
bad. In the ’BAMA Newsletter following 
the Ole Miss game, managing editor Al 
Browning wrote an ‘End Of A Streak" 
feature on Jeff Coleman, in which he ac- 
curately stated Coleman had attended 
613 Alabama games, but erroneously 
stated Coleman had missed only four 
Crimson Tide games since seeing his first 
in 1924. 

Actually, Coleman had missed only four 
Alabama games since 1926. 


Where Is LSU? 
Lady Crimson Tide gymnasts, who rank 
among the elite in the nation, have been 
forced to make a schedule change or two 
this year. 
Alabama _ will 


open its season at 
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Georgia on December 2, and ‘Meet the 
Team Night'’ has been scheduled for 
December 9. It seems LSU, the scheduled 
opponent in the proposed home opener, 
has decided not to show up for the meet. 
So, ‘Meet the Team Night’' will prevail. 

From the good news department, Lady 
Crimson Tide gymnasts have added 
Oklahoma to the list of teams entered in 
the Red and White Gymnastics Classic 
later in the season. Other teams in the 
stellar lineup include Georgia, Maryland, 
Nebraska, Ohio State and, of course, 
Alabama. 


Walter’s Record 

More than one person has probably 
remembered that former Alabama 
quarterback Scott Hunter played in the 
days prior to freshman eligibility for varsi- 
ty football and therefore his career total 
offense record (4,785 yards) was set in 
three years of play (1968-70). Walter 
Lewis did play as a freshman and his 
record (4,881 yards through the Ten- 
nessee game) did include that freshman 
yardage when he passed Hunter during 
the Tennessee game. However, it is 
almost certain that Lewis will have the 
highest total offense production in 
Alabama history over three seasons, too. 
Lewis had only 210 yards rushing and 118 


Collectors: 


This will be the only opportunity you will have for these coveted items. 

e An autographed (Coach Bryant, assistant coaches and players) football used in the 1979 Sugar Bowl 
(Alabama 14, Penn State 7 for the National Championship). 
e An autographed (Coach Bryant, assistant coaches and players) football used in the 1981 Alabama- 
Auburn game (Alabama 28, Auburn 17 for Coach Bryant’s 315th victory). 

* An autographed (Coach Bryant, assistant coaches and players) football used in the 1982 Liberty Bowl 
(Alabama 21, Illinois 15, Coach Bryant's final game). 


yards passing his first season. Although 
he saw action in nine games, he picked up 
most of his yardage in two—a 111-yard 
performance against Notre Dame and a 
140-yard day against Auburn. Lewis did 
not start a game as a freshman. 

As a junior Lewis was 70 yards short of 
Hunter's one-season total offense record 
of 2,157 yards. Through the Tennessee 
game Lewis was about 350 yards ahead 
of his 1982 offensive pace. 


Shooting For The Top 

After finishing second in the College 
World Series last season, Alabama 
baseball players have completed fall 
workouts on a new turf at refurbished, 
beautiful Sewell-Thomas Field. Coach 
Barry Shollenberger has reduced his 
squad to 43 players. 

The Crimson Tide posted an 18-5 
record in fall games against outside com- 
petition. 

“Of course, when you take the field 
with Alabama uniforms on, you want to 
win every game you oplay,"' said 
Shollenberger. ‘'But fall practice is not for 
wins and losses. The purpose of fall 
baseball is to evaluate your players, to 
find out who your best nine are. Also, you 
want to give tryouts a realistic chance to 
make the team." 


A preview? 

“Realistically,'' said Shollenberger, 
“we will not be as strong offensively as 
last year. Of course, a team rarely hits for 
a .340 average. | hope we are strong 
enough defensively to pick up the slack. 
We need some surprises from our pitch- 
ing staff. 

“One thing working well for us is con- 
fidence. Our returning players, who had 
the great experience in the College World 
Series, surely believe in themselves and 
our program." 


Bridgette Sidelined 

Bridgette Brooks, a freshman basket- 
ball player for the Lady Crimson Tide, has 
suffered a knee injury. She underwent or- 
thoscopic surgery in early October, and 
she is making ‘'nice progress" in her 
rehabilitation. 

A guard from Starkville, Mississippi, 
Brooks suffered a torn anterior cruciate. 
She is being rehabilitated by Lady Crim- 
son Tide trainer Donna Philpot. 


Here, Then Gone 

Theresa Meyers, who joined the 
Alabama swimming staff in September, 
and who has served since then as coach 
of the University Aquatic Club, has re- 
signed her positions. She is taking a posi- 
tion in swimming in Puerto Rico. 


All three balls will be sold together by the owner to the highest bidder. No offer under $5,000.00 will be 


considered. 


Make replies to: Footballs 
clo BAMA 
P.O. Box 6104 


University, AL 35486 


By: 
Amount: $ 


Telephone: 


The top bidder will be notified by April 1, 1984. 
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SCHEDULES OF TIDE’S 1983 OPPONENTS 


DATE 
Aug. 29 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


DATE 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Noy, 


Nov. 


GEORGIA TECH 


7 @ ALABAMA 20 
14 Furman 17 
14 @ Clemson 41 
21 North Carolina 38 
20 @ NC. State 10 
13 Auburn 31 
3 @ Tennessee 37 
@ Duke 
Virginia 


Wake Forest 


Georgia 


TENNESSEE 
3 Pittsburgh 13 


31 New Mexico 6 


14 Auburn 37 
45 Citadel 6 
20 LSU 6 
41 @ ALABAMA 34 
37 Georgia Tech 3 


@ Rutgers 


Ole Miss 
@ Kentucky 


Vanderbilt 


OLE MISS 


17 @ Memphis St. 37 


23 @ Tulane 27 
0 @ ALABAMA 40 
13 Arkansas 10 
7 Southern Miss 27 
11 Georgia 36 
20 @ TCU7 
21 Vanderbilt 14 


LSU 


@ Tennessee 


Miss. St. 


MISS. STATE 


14 Tulane 9 


38 Navy 10 
12 Florida 35 
7 @ Georgia 20 
6 Southern Miss 31 
7 Miami 31 
13 @ Auburn 28 
@ ALABAMA 
Memphis St. 
@ LSU 


Ole Miss 


VANDERBILT 


14 Maryland 21 
29 lowa State 26 
24 ALABAMA 44 
30 @ Tulane 17 
10 @ Florida 29 

13 Georgia 20 

14 Ole Miss 21 

Memphis St 
Kentucky 


@ Va. Tech 


@ Tennessee 


35 Florida St. 40 
24 @ Rice 10 
40 Washington 14 
17 Florida 31 
6 @ Tennessee 20 
13 Kentucky 21 
20 So. Carolina 6 
@ Ole Miss 
ALABAMA 
Miss. State 


@ Tulane 


MEMPHIS ST. 


37 Ole Miss 17 


10 @ North Carolina 24 


10 Virginia Tech 17 


13 @ ALABAMA 44 


28 Tulane 25 


20 Southern Miss 27 


@ Vanderbilt 
@ Miss. State 
@ Cincinnati 
Arkansas St. 


@ Louisville 
(Nov. 24) 


SOUTHERN MISS 
32 Richmond 3 
3 @ Auburn 24 


28 La. Tech 10 


27 @ Ole Miss 7 


31 Miss. State 6 


27 @ Memphis St. 20 


7 Tulane 14 
SW Louisiana 
@ Louisville 
@ ALABAMA 


East Carolina 


PENN STATE 


6 Nebraska 44 


3 Cincinnati 14 
34 lowa 42 
23 @ Temple 18 
36 @ Rutgers 25 
34 ALABAMA 28 
17 @ Syracuse 6 
41 West Virginia 23 
@ Boston College 
Brown 
Notre Dame 


@ Pittsburgh 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


45 Morgan St. 12 


31 Clemson 16 
42 @ Rutgers 22 
17 West Virginia 27 
18 @ Temple 15 


42 @ Yale7 


Penn State 
@ Army 
@ Syracuse 
Holy Cross 


ALABAMA 
(Nov. 25) 


SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE STANDINGS 
SEC Games All Games 
Pet. L 
1.000 
1.000 
1.000 
667 
.667 
.333 
333 
-000 
.000 
.000 


AUBURN 

Pct. 

.929 DATE DATE 

929 Sept. 10 24 Southern Miss 3 Oct. 22 28 Miss. State 13 

857 Sept, 17 7 Texas 20 Oct. 29 Florida 
Sept.24 37 @ Tennessee 14 Nov, 5 Maryland 
Oct. 1 27 FSU 24 Nov. 12 @ Georgia 
Oct. 8 49 @ Kentucky 21 Dec. 3 ALABAMA 
Oct. 15 31 @ Georgia Tech 13 


Georgia 

Florida 

Auburn 
ALABAMA 
Tennessee 
Kenlucky 
Mississippi 
Mississippi State 
Louisiana State 
Vanderbilt 


COOH ]-NNwWHSES 
Bhoonn=-+-cCOOr 
ocoo0cccoc000H 
VONWAALHDAS 
ALOANYNY+-cCo 

coo0occcoo=-=-4 


28 "BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER ’83 


BOLD LEADERSHIP 
FOR THE FUTURE 


The work taking place in Tuscaloosa in 
the classrooms and research laboratories 
at the University of Alabama today directly 
affects the growth and prosperity of all of 
Alabama tomorrow. 


In commerce, industry, the professions, 
the arts...our faculty and graduates pro- 
vide the skills and leadership absolutely 
vital to moving our state ahead. 


From laboratory and classroom to 
science and industry, there are many, 
many examples of how Alabama depends 
on the University of Alabama. 


200 JOBS SAVED BY 
UNIVERSITY'S EFFORT. 


Earlier this year, the University played 
a key role in saving more than 200 jobs at 
General Motors’ jung 1. 
Rochester Prod- #4 
ucts plant in te 
Tuscaloosa. The 
University,in 
partnership with jm z 
GM and the >. 
United Auto . 
Workers, is helping create a “factory of the 
future” there. 


This unique model program does more 
than keep 300 people working, however. 
It provides an applied research facilit 
where faculty and students from the Uni- 
versity will make significant improve- 
ments in areas such as technology and 
management. 


IMPROVING HEALTH CARE 
FOR RURAL ALABAMA. 


Thanks to the University’s Biomedical 
Sciences Preparation Project, some 110 
tural high school students are now taking 


THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CAPITAL 


part in a million dollar pilot study to 
improve health care in all rural areas of 
the state. 


This program is helping rural students 
develop academically for admission to 
college health care programs. Most should 
return to their communities to serve 
Alabamians. 


FLYING MADE SAFER 
THROUGH ENGINEERING 
PROJECT. 


Future flights on Boeing aircraft will be 
smoother, safer and more fuel efficient 
thanks to a new = Vi 
computer system ‘ay 
designed inen- (™ 
gineering labor- 
atories at the 
University of 
Alabama. r 7 


The computer prototype was delivered 
to Boeing in May by two Alabama faculty 
members. It can control the flow of air- 
craft 10 times faster than anything now 
in use. 


These are but a few of the examples of 


the many and varied contributions the 
University of Alabarna makes to our state. 


BUT, PRIVATE SUPPORT 
IS VITALLY NEEDED. 


Increasingly, the University of Alabama 
must depend on private contributions to 
strengthen its quality, enabling it to bet- 
ter. respond to the needs of the people of 
Alabama. 
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The Alabama Legislature now provides 
less than one half of the University's cost- 
based $100 million budget. And state and 
federal funds continue to be cut back. 


If the University of Alabama is to ex- 
pand and improve its dynamic programs 
in research and teaching, funds must 
come from other sources. Support from 
alumni, parents, faculty, corporations and 
businesses is vitally needed. 


THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN. 
MEETING THE NEED. 


To insure that Alabama's needs are 
met, the University began a Sesquicen- 
tennial Capital Campaign in 1981 to raise 
$38.4 million in private funds. 


Under the bold leadership of University 
President Dr. Joab L. Thomas, this cor 
tal Campaign continues today. It ni 
ped support to build an even better 

iversity of Alabama, and through it, 
expand economic development and qual- 
ity of life for the entire state. 


Capital Campaign funds will be used 
for many vital projects, ieAeane the Paul 
W. Bryant Center and Museum. Funds will 
also be used for academic development, 
renovation and new facilities such as a 
performing arts center. 

Scholarships, faculty research stipends, 
graduate fellowships, library resources, 
equipment and research “seed” funds will 
also be improved through Capital Cam- 
paign funds. 


YOUR GIFT CAN 
MEAN THE DIFFERENCE. 


To find out more about the Capital 
Campaign or to make sure you aren't 
missed, write or call today: The Sesqui- 
centennial Capital at P.O. Box 
150, University, AL 3 . Telephone 
348-5033. 
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In The Mail: From You To “BAMA 


Dear ‘BAMA: 

Could you please give me the status of 
Rodney Jarmon. Will he be returning to 
the football team? Are there any other 
players who have been lost to the football 
team because of grades? 

Rondell McClard 
Springfield, Tennessee 

Rodney Jarmon and Craige Florence 
were lost to Bama this year because of 
academic deficiencies. If either or both 
becomes academically eligible and 
desires to return to the football team, 
Coach Perkins would make the decision 
on whether to allow that return. 


Dear 'BAMA: 
What has happened to Angelo Stafford? 
| was disappointed when Perry Cuda 
left the team. Did he leave because of a 
commitment to Mike Shula? 
Louis L. Goldblatt 
Montgomery 
Angelo Stafford, an incoming quarter- 
back from Prichard, is academically in- 


STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12. 1970. 
SECTION 3685, TITLE 39, UNITED STATES CODE SHOWING 
THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION OF 
‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE MAGAZINE 

‘BAMA Inside The Crimson Tide Magazine, published 
monthly, except June and July, al 408 20th Avenue, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. The general business offices of 
the publisher are located at 408 20th Avenue, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35401 

The names and addresses of the publisher and editor are 
Publisher, College Sports Publications, Inc., P.O, Box 6104, 
University, Alabama 35486, Editor, Kirk McNair, P.O. Box 
6104, University, Alabama 35486, 

The owner is: College Sports Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 
6104, University, Alabama 35486, and Kirk McNair and Lynne 
McNair, 124 Arcadia Drive, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35404 

The known bondholders, mortgagees and other security 
holders owning of holding one percent or more of total amount 
of bonds, mortgages or other securities are; none 


The average number of copies each issue during the 
preceding 12 months: 
A. Total number of copies printed (ne! press run) 17,469 
B, Paid circulation 

1. Sales through dealers and carriers, streel 


vendors and counter sales 1,663 
2. Mail subscriptions 12,042 
C. Total paid circulation 13,705 
D. Free distribution by mail, carrier or other means 
samples, complimentary, and other {ree copies 573 
E_ Total distribution 14,278 
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after printing 1191 
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after printing 460 
2, Returns trom news agents 234 
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eligible for football this year. He is en- 
rolled at The University but is not able to 
participate in football games or practice 
until next fall, and then only if he has made 
suitable academic progress this year. 

Although there has been much specula- 
tion on the reason or reasons for Perry 
Cuda transferring to South Carolina 
(where he is sitting out this year and will 
then have two years of eligibility), no clear 
reason was ever announced. However, 
the only commitment given Mike Shula 
was the same given all Alabama football 
players—an opportunity. 


Dear 'BAMA: 

| am working in Saudi Arabia and | 
would like to see Alabama football as 
much as possible. Does The University 
athletics department or communications 
department record all Alabama football 
games on video cassette? If so, could | 
purchase a copy of the games for our 
viewing? There are 10 alumni or friends of 
The University here and we miss Alabama 
football. If it is not already being done, this 
might be an area of marketing to be ex- 
plored. 

Alexander F. Mackay 
APO New York 

We have put you in contact with an 
Alabama supporter who has the facilities 
for taping and making copies of televised 
games. One problem is that only a few 
games each year are telecast. However, 
there is a possibility (depending on court 
rulings) that all Alabama football games 
will be televised in the future, perhaps as 
early as next year, on a combination of 
commercial and cable outlets. There are 
also court cases pending on the property 
rights of televised games insofar as taping 
is concerned and until those legal ramifi- 
cations are settled The University would 
not enter marketing in this area. Alabama 
does plan to produce a highlight film on 
the 1983 season with videotapes available 
to the public. This should be ready for 
marketing in February. Details will be an- 
nounced later. 


Dear ‘BAMA: 

Will you please enlighten us as to the 
procedure for determining the Southeast- 
ern Conference representative to the 
Sugar Bowl if two or more teams tie for 
the conference championship? 

Harold Pruitt 
San Antonio, Texas 
Under the current contract the sole 


determining factor is the choice of the 
Sugar Bowl. Although it is reasonable to 
assume the Sugar Bowl would select the 
team with the highest ranking in the polls 
and best overall record, there are no firm 
criteria. 


Dear ‘BAMA: 

The paying customers are being 
slighted and ignored when large universi- 
ties schedule small schools and Division 
1AA teams. | was extremely disappointed 
when our own team, The University of Ala- 
bama, replaced the University of Missis- 
sippi with Southwestern Louisiana. One 
game with this type of competition is bad. 
More, it is an insult to the football fans 
and, I'm not sure, but our own team also. 

James Terry 
Kingston, Tennessee 


Alabama has certainly been guilty of 
scheduling weak opponents from time to 
time, but in this case Bama must be 
judged as primarily without guilt. Ole Miss 
cancelled the series for 1984-87 just prior 
to this season, Coach Perkins was left 
with the difficult task of trying to fill in four 
open dates at a time when many teams 
have their schedules filled as far as 10 
years in advance. While Southwestern 
Louisiana is not a national power, it is a 
Division 1A team. After the 1984 season 
Southern Miss will return to the Alabama 
schedule in place of Ole Miss. 


Dear ‘BAMA: 

Your recent article about Calvin Smith 
was very much appreciated. This young 
man's incredible accomplishments are 
probably only fully-appreciated by knowl- 
edgeable track and field fans, but thanks 
to Tommy Deas’ article even the casual 
Bama sports fan should have a greater 
respect for Calvin Smith's abilities. 

When one analyzes Calvin's accom- 
plishments over the past two years 
against some of the world's greatest 
athletes, | feel a case can easily be made 
that he is one of the greatest athletes ever 
to perform at Bama in any sport. 

Gregory Stephens 
Benwick, Louisiana 
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*BAMA 

P.O. Box 6104 

University, AL 35486-6104 
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Alabama Fans... 


A Piece Of That Historic Afternoon 


A Must For Football Fans $1 0.00 


Sports fans you can own an actual piece of the turf that Paul “Bear” Bryant won his 
315th victory on and Pat Dye won his first victory over Alabama on. Legion Field 
Stadium owns a large piece of Alabama sports history, and the decade between 1974 
and 1983 was nothing short of glorious. From the start of the World Football League 
in 1974 through the start of the United States Football League in 1983, the AstroTurf 
in Legion Field was tromped upon by stars and legends. 


1974: Birmingham A 3 TWO : EBON es its debut. 
World Football Leag J 


1974: Banks and Stain 
record for high sch = 


——~—— Ro: Pg 6 -coaahe rst victory over 
1975: Ralph “Shug SS! i : 
game for Auburn. SSS =x 


It comes shaped like a football, actual size, with a printed history of major events on 
the back and signed by Alf Van Hoose, Sports Editor of the Birmingham News. 
Limited quantities of these mementos are available now in time for football season 
and Christmas. You also get a booklet with a printed history of the great stadium. 


Auburn Fans... 


Touch The Turf On Which Bo Ran 


Sara Gs leks Dae ee Se a oe ee” es ee ae ee ae 


_ oe Please Send: 


CO —_____ 315 +=@ $10.00 ea. 


Send Orders To: 


___ 23-22 @ $10.00 ea. 


SSE — Plus: $1.00 for 


TURF postage and handling 1.00 


P.O. Box 9550 
Birmingham, AL 35220-0550 


State: 
Total 
Zip Code: 
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“The Goal Line Stanc 
1979 Sugar Bowl 


Throughout the history of Alabama football, few 
plays will be as long remembered as this incredible 
goal line stand against Penn State in the 1979 Sugar 
Bowl. This dramatic display of commitment and de- 
termination is a classic example of what has made 
the University of Alabama the number one name in 
intercollegiate football. 

Daniel A. Moore's striking oil painting, “The Goal 
Line Stand,” captures in intricate detail the action 
and excitement of that unforgettable moment. Now 
you can have your closest look yet at this memorable 
illustration of second-effort football. 


The Print. 


New Life Art proudly offers you the opportunity to | 
own a Limited Edition print of this powerful painting 
for your home or office. It also makes a great gift! | 


These large, colorful prints, measuring 31] by 24 inch- 
es, have been created under the artist's personal 
supervision to ensure quality reproduction. Each 
one has been individually signed and numbered 
by the artist, further enhancing the value of this 
outstanding reproduction. 

“The Goal Line Stand” is a Limited Edition repro- 
duction print and can be purchased on a first-come 
basis only. Order your classic today! 


Limited Edition Print Offer 


Send me 


The Artist. 


A graduate of the University of Alabama in Fine 
Arts, Daniel Moore focuses mainly on Super-realism— 
a style of painting that requires dedicated discipline. 
His work has been exhibited in many competitive art 
exhibitions and has won numerous awards and hon- 
ors. Prints of a recent work of his were nationally 
advertised and sold in all 50 states. An avid Alabama 
football fan, Mr. Moore has given exceptional effort 
and months of work to “The Goal Line Stand” — a 
tribute to his number one team. 


Unframed 
Group order of 10 or more 
Custom Framed (shown above) — ready to hang 


Shipping costs: Add $2 each for unframed prints 
Add $5 each for framed prints 


Send check or money order to | 


Alabama residents add 4% sales tax ? BAMA 
Total amount enclosed Goal Line Stand 
(check or money order only) P.O. Box 6104 
Please print Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery University, AL 35486 
Home| of PEPE Yee PTI PAI TSS RSS aR ct este 
Address|_| | | | | | | | | | | | | Littitt| 
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